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COMPARATIVE MASS STUDY OF RELIGIOUS ORIENTATIONS  
OF PRESENT-DAY RUSSIAN CITIZENS.  

PAPER 2: SUNNI MUSLIMS 

A group of 101 Sunni Muslims, dwellers of Da-
ghestan Republic, Russian Federation, were interviewed 
with the help of three standard questionnaires, two of 
which had been elaborated by Russian religious psy-
chologists, and one was a Russian version of the well-
known Scale of Religious Orientations by Allport-Ross. 
The study formed part of a mass comparative study of 
religious attitudes of present-day Russian citizens, con-
ducted by UNESCO Chair on Comparative Studies of 
Spiritual Traditions, their Specific Cultures and Interre-
ligious Dialogue, which functions at the basis of D.S. 
Likhachev Russian Institute of Cultural and Natural 
Heritage, and belongs to International Network of 
UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs in Inter-religious Dialogue 
and Intercultural Understanding (IDIU). Basic trends in 
personal religiosity were revealed by Sunni Muslims, 
starting from high level of integral religiosity, and end-
ing with deep personal connection to God. Considerable 
affinity to the corresponding dimensions of the religious 

experience of Shia Muslims, studied earlier in the 
framework of this study, both in absolute values of indi-
ces, and structural patterns of their organization, was 
proven, as well as presence of important differences. A 
trend, being strong by young Sunni Muslims, both male 
and female, weak by aged Sunni Muslims of any sex, 
and absent by Shia Muslims in general, serves as a 
plausible example. It consists in high assessment of the 
level of one’s personal religiosity, positively linked to 
high appreciation of religion as source of one’s moral 
standards, and of its function as help in resolving every-
day problems. Regularities revealed as result of this 
study are most constructive for the sake of conducting 
responsible intercultural / interfaith dialogue with Sunni 
Muslims.  

Key words: religious orientations, psychology 
of religion, comparative studies, Sunni Muslims. 
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his paper continues publication of basic 
results of a mass comparative study of 

religious attitudes and orientations of present-day 
Russian citizens - Muslims, both Sunni and Shia, 
Russian Orthodox people, as well as Judaists. The 
survey has been conducted by us since 2021, bas-
ing upon the materials acquired in the framework 
of a mass survey of population of the Republic of 
Daghestan, which forms part of the Russian Feder-
ation. It forms an integral part of a long-term re-
search program designed and conducted by 
UNESCO Chair on Comparative Studies of Spir-
itual Traditions, their Specific Cultures and Interre-
ligious Dialogue, which functions at the basis of 
D.S. Likhachev Russian Institute of Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, and belongs to International 
Network of UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs in Inter-
religious Dialogue and Intercultural Understanding 
(IDIU). 

The paper is dedicated to the presentation 
and analysis of basic results of a recent field study, 
conducted by us, of the religious attitudes and ori-
entations of Sunni Muslims. It forms direct contin-
uation of an earlier study of ours, which was dedi-
cated to the religious attitudes of Shia Muslims, 
and followed the same methodology1. 101 Sunni 
Muslims were studied in the framework of this part 
of our survey, either Lezgins or Tabasarans by their 
ethnic origin, dwellers of the city of Derbent or of 
its environs, who were fluent speakers of Russian 
which was the first or, the second language for all 
of them (all of our questionnaires were conducted 

                                                             
1 Spivak, D.L., Seyidova, G.N. (2022). Comparative mass 
study of religious orientations of present-day Russian citi-
zens. Paper 1: Shiites. International Journal of Cultural Re-
search, 3:8, 150–166. DOI: 10.52173/2079-1100-2022-3-150. 

in Russian, which serves as the lingua franca in 
Daghestan)2.  

Sunni spiritual authorities, primarily Vice 
Mufti of the Republic of Daghestan, Mr. Akhmad-
Khadji Kakhaev, were informed about our research 

                                                             
2 For general introduction into Islamic studies, cf.: Ramadan, 
T. (2017). Imtroduction to Islam. Oxford University Press. 
ISBN: 978-0-19-046748-7; Waines, D. (2014). An introduc-
tion to Islam. Cambridge University Press. DOI: 
10.1017/CBO9780511801037; Schmidtke, S. (ed.). (2016). 
The Oxford handbook of Islamic theology. Oxford University 
Press. ISBN 978-0-19-969670-3. Basic peculiarities of Islam 
in the Northern Caucasus are regarded in: Iakhiaev, N.I. 
(2013). Mesto i rol’ islama v sotsiokul’turnoi integratsii dage-
stanskogo obshchestva (Place and role of Islam in sociocul-
tural integration of Daghestani society). Islamovedeniie. 13, 
4-14 (in Russian); Sultanakhmedova, Z.G. (2018). 
Traditsionnyi islam na Severnom Kavkaze (Traditional Islam 
in Northern Caucasus). Kant, 1:26, 131-135 (in Russian). For 
general introduction into Islamic psychology, see: Badri, M. 
(2016). The Dilemma of Muslim Psychologists. Islamic Book 
Trust; Al-Karam, K.Y. (2018). Islamic psychology: towards a 
21st century definition and conceptual framework. Journal of 
Islamic Ethics. 2, 97-109. DOI:10.1163/24685542-12340020. 
Basix peculiarities of Muslim psychology in the Northern 
Caucasus were analyzed by: Pavlova, O.S. (2020). 
Psikhologiia: islamskii diskurs (Psychology: Islamic dis-
course). Assotsiatsiia psikhologicheskoi pomoshchi 
musul’manam, ANO NPC ‘Al-Vasatia – Umerennost’. ISBN 
978-5-6044746-0-0 (in Russian); Pavlova, O.S. (2015). 
Religioznaia i etnicheskaia identichnost’ musul’man Severo-
Zapadnogo i Severo-Vostochnogo Kavkaza: soderzhaniie i 
osobennosti sootnosheniia (Religious and ethnic identity of 
Muslims of North-Western and North-Eastern Caucasus: con-
tents and peculiarities of interconnection). Islam v Sovremen-
nom Mire. 11:2, 75-86. DOI: 10.20536/2074-1529-2015-11-
2-75-86 (in Russian). Present-day state of religiosity studies 
in Russia was regarded by: Achinovich, T.I. (2013). Ak-
tual’nye problemy issledovaniia religioznosti v sovremennoi 
otechestvennoi psikhologii (Actual problems in religiosity 
studies in present-day Russian psychology). Iaroslavskii ped-
agogicheskii vestnik. II:3, 218-222 (in Russian). Well-known 
publications of the Pew Research Centre may serve as a good 
introduction into age/sex aspects of religiosity: The age gap 
in religion around the world (2018). Pew Research Center; 
The gender gap in religion around the world (2016). Pew 
Research Center.  
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and reacted most positively; however, participation 
was voluntary for every respondent. 

The group studied by us consisted of 25 
young men (average age: 22,52±5,44 years), 25 
young women (20,16±3,67 years), 25 aged men 
(average age: 66,60±6,46 years), and 26 aged 
women (69,50±8,70 years). Interplay between the 
religious attitudes, age and sex of the respondents, 
thus formed the main target of our inquiry. 

The interview was conducted once in each 
case. In the course of the interview, each respond-
ent was to fill in three questionnaires, all of which 
belonged to the set of standard tools of Russian re-
ligious psychologists. As a result of processing the 
answers, 17 indices were calculated, presenting 
ample possibilities for conducting formal analysis 
of the religious attitudes of the respondents. Both 
the questionnaires applied by us, and the procedure 
of interviewing were practically the same as they 
had been in the case of the Shia Muslims, which 
formed a prerequisite of the later comparative anal-
ysis. As a result, detailed review of the question-
naires and indices, applied at this stage of our re-
search, would not be reiterated in this paper, as it 
was already presented in the aforementioned paper 
of ours3. We would remind the names of the ques-
tionnaires, and the meaning of indices in the text of 
this article only briefly, in hope that the reader 
would consult the paper mentioned above whenev-
er necessary. 

Processing the data started with routine 
checking normality of their distribution. In the ma-
jority of cases, the distribution proved to be nor-
mal, as demonstrated by application of the Kolmo-

                                                             
3 Spivak, D.L., Seyidova, G.N. (2022). Comparative mass 
study of religious orientations of present-day Russian citi-
zens. Paper 1: Shiites. International Journal of Cultural Re-
search, 3:8, 152–153. DOI: 10.52173/2079-1100-2022-3-150. 
 

gorov-Smirnov criterion, As a result, one-
dimensional analysis of variance was selected as 
the main tool of our data processing. Basic results 
of the processing are presented below. 

The first questionnaire applied by us was 
elaborated by a team of Russian religious psy-
chologists, comprising I. Miagkov and his col-
leagues. The questionnaire consisted of 41 entries, 
concerning various aspects of religious attitudes 
and behaviour. As a result of processing, nine indi-
ces were calculated.  

Index 1 provides an assessment of regarding 
religion as rather a set philosophical concepts. 
Mean value of Index 1 for the group as a whole 
seems to be quite high (13,07±1,46). The only in-
ner difference which is statistically relevant (at the 
level p≤0,10) divides young women and the rest of 
the group: mean value of Index 1 for the subgroup 
of young women is especially high (13,76±1,05). 

Index 2 measures the interest of respondents 
in magic. Mean value of this index for the whole of 
the group is moderate (10,57±1,94). No statistically 
relevant age/sex differences were registered. 

Index 3 provides an assessment of regarding 
religion as a source of support and/or consolation. 
Mean value for the whole group is high 
(13,87±1,40), no age/sex differences were regis-
tered. 

Index 4 concerns inclination to openly 
demonstrate one’s religiosity (e.g. by wearing at 
one’s neck a symbol of one’s religion). Mean value 
for the whole group is moderate by absolute value 
(11,28±1,88). No age/sex differences were found. 

Index 5 measures one’s interest in pseudo-
science (telepathy for instance). Judging by abso-
lute value of the index for the whole of the group, 
the interest is quite weak (7,70±2,04); as we re-
member, all indices from 1 till 8 can range from 3 
to 15. Age/sex differences seem to be very sharp in 



 

 
| 2 (51) 2023 | 
 
© Издательство «Эйдос», 2023. Только для личного использования. 
© Publishing House EIDOS, 2023. For Private Use Only. 

 
Международный журнал исследований культуры 

International Journal of Cultural Research 
www.culturalresearch.ru 

 

Case Study  DOI: 10.52173/2079-1100_2023_2_115 

CULTURAL	DYNAMICS	
 

Dimitry L. SPIVAK, Guylchokhra N. SEYIDOVA	
|	Comparative	mass	study	of	religious	orientations	of	present-day	Russian	citizens.		
	Paper	2:	Sunni	Muslims	|	

118 

this case (p≤0,10). They divide both young men 
and women from both aged men and women: 
young people tend to believe in pseudoscience 
much less, 

Index 6 provides an assessment of one’s 
faith in the Creator of the world. The correspond-
ing value for the group as a whole is very high 
(13,83±1,78), without any sex/age differences. 

Index 7 measures one’s personal need in re-
ligion (the corresponding questions sound like ‘Do 
you feel personal need to visit a mosque?’ or, ‘Do 
you pray to get help on important occasions or, in 
the case when a relative of yours is ill?’ Mean val-
ue is high for the group as a whole (13,71±1,56). 
Considerable age/sex differences are proper for this 
index: both young men and young women rate on 
this scale much higher that old people, especially 
old women (in the latter case, p≤0,05). 

Index 8 provides an assessment of one’s in-
clination of regarding one’s religion as primarily 
the source and the set of high moral standards. 
Judging by absolute values, this aspect tends to be 
quite important for the group as whole 
(11,27±1,89). Age/sex differences are present in 
this case, being quite similar to those registered in 
the previous case (for Index 7): young people of 
any sex rate much higher on this scale than aged 
people. In the case of aged women, this difference 
is statistically relevant (at the level of not higher 
than 0,10); as to aged men, they tend to occupy an 
intermediate position between younger people of 
any sex, on the one hand, and aged women, on the 
other (for details cf. Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Religion as set of moral standards by Sunni 
Muslims 

 

Commentary: horizontal axis – groups of respondents 
(from left to right: young men, young women, aged 
men, aged women). Vertical axis – values of Index 7. 
Point at the centre of each boxplot - mean value for the 
corresponding subgroup. 

Index 9 provides self-assessment of one’s 
level of religiosity. Construction of the correspond-
ing entry is different from the rest of the question-
naire: a respondent has to mark his/her place at a 
scale ranging from 1 to 10. Absolute value of the 
index is very high (9,39±1,42). As to age/sex dif-

ference, it is more than demonstrable: both young 
men and women rate much higher on this scale 
than aged people, both male and female. The dif-
ference between them is absolutely statistically rel-
evant; for details, cf. results of the aposterior analy-
sis in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Multiple comparisons of self-assessment of 
religiosity of Sunni Muslims 

Group of 

respondents 

(1) 

Group of 

respond-

ents (2) 

Difference of 

mean values 

(between groups 

1 and 2) 

Standard 

error 

P value 

YM 

YW ,2000 ,39428 ,613 

AM ,9600* ,39428 ,017 

AW 1,1923* ,39071 ,003 

YW 

YM -,2000 ,39428 ,613 

AM ,7600* ,38148 ,049 

AW ,9923* ,37780 ,010 

AM YM -,9600* ,39428 ,017 

YW -,7600* ,38148 ,049 

AW ,2323 ,37780 ,540 

AW 

YM -1,1923* ,39071 ,003 

YW -,9923* ,37780 ,010 

AM -,2323 ,37780 ,540 

 
Commentary: YM – young men, YW – young women, 
AM – aged men, AW – aged women. Statistically rele-
vant difference (p≤0,05) is marked by an asterisk (*). 

Summing up, presence of two basic trends 
may be stated. The first one joins all of our re-
spondents, independent of their age or sex. It con-
sists in strong faith in God, both as the creator of 
the world (indices 1 and 6), and as the foundation 
of one’s personal life (indices 3 and 4). The second 
trend tends to divide aged people, both female and 

male, from the young ones, also both male and fe-
male. Young people tend to assess the level of their 
religiosity higher than the older ones do (index 9); 
they also tend to regard their religion as a source of 
high moral standards (index 8), and as a helper in 
everyday life (index 7) much higher than the aged 
people. This regularity seems to be quite construc-
tive both for further elaboration of fundamental is-
sues, and for the organization of interfaith dia-
logue. It would be most expedient to take into ac-
count while planning and conducting it that young-
er people have different ‘points of growth’ in their 
religiosity than the aged ones. 

In the framework of an additional part of 
our study, both aforementioned trends were tested 
by application of Pearson’s criterion, in order to 
determine whether there existed any inner correla-
tion between the corresponding indices. In the case 
of trend 1, no significant correlation was found be-
tween indices 1 and 6. The same concerned indices 
3 and 4. In the case of trend 2, moderate positive 
correlation (ranging from 0,58 to 0,60, depending 
on the age/sex subgroup) was detected between in-
dices 7 and 9. This means that the majority of indi-
ces applied in this study (from 1 to 9) measured 
rather independent dimensions of the religious atti-
tudes, than different aspects of the same phenome-
non. 

The second test, applied by us, was con-
structed by the Russian psychologist I. Bog-
danovskaia, in order to assess the structure of reli-
gious orientations. Only 5 items out of 10, initially 
comprised by this test, were used in the framework 
of our study. As a result, they were regarded as 
supplementary. One-dimensional analysis of vari-
ance was applied as the main tool for processing 
these data. Basing upon its results, we may state 
that the values of Index 10 (frequency of observing 
religious rites), Index 11 (frequency of observing 
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religious feasts), Index 13 (frequency of reading 
sacred books), and Index 14 (frequency of praying) 
was quite high, without any statistically relevant 
age/sex differences. The only case where they were 
present was Index 12 (frequency of visiting 
mosques). As shown by it, female respondents of 
any age tended to visit the mosques much less of-
ten than male respondents of any age. The differ-
ence between both subgroups was highly statisti-
cally relevant. 

The third inventory applied by us was in 
fact a Russian version of the famous questionnaire 
elaborated by American psychologists G. Allport 
and J. Ross, in order to measure the main facets of 
personal religiosity. The inventory consists of 20 
items, allowing to calculate three main indices. 

Index 15 provides an assessment of one’s 
extrinsic religiosity. Judging by absolute value, the 
group as a whole belongs to the third quartile from 
top, which means that the level of its extrinsic re-
ligiosity is quite moderate (exact rating is 
22,00±5,51). No statistically relevant differences, 
related to either age or sex of the respondents were 
found in this case. 

Index 16 measures the level of intrinsic re-
ligiosity. The absolute value of the index for the 
whole of the group is average, just as in the case of 
the former index (18,50±5,50). No specific differ-
ences were found in this case, as well. 

Index 17 is formed as a sum of the two pre-
vious indices. It provides an assessment of both the 
extrinsic and the intrinsic religiosity. The calcula-
tion of this index forms the main target in applica-
tion of the Allport-Ross methodology. Absolute 
value of Index 17 belongs to the third quartile from 
top, just as in the case of the two preceding indices 
(40,50±8,74). No statistically relevant differences 
between age/sex subgroups were found in the case, 
as well (for details cf. Figure 2). 

Figure 2. Religious attitudes of Sunni Muslims 

 
Commentary: horizontal axis – groups of respondents 
(from left to right: young men, young women, aged 
men, aged women). Vertical axis – values of Index 17, 
which measures the kevel of both extrinsic and intrinsic 
religiosity. Point at the centre of each boxplot - mean 
value for the corresponding subgroup. 

Analysis of results of the application of the 
Allport-Ross inventory were supplements by calcu-
lation of their intercorrelation, following the Pear-
son methodology. As demonstrated by Table 2, two 
regularities were proper for all subgroups inter-
viewed by us. I Regardless of the age of a subgroup 
or, of its sex, no correlation was detected between 
indices 15 and 16. At the same time, presence of 
strong correlation between indices 15 and 17; and 
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between indices 16 and 17 was found. As a result, 
we feel authorized to state that extrinsic religiosity 
(Index 15) formed a dimension of the religious atti-
tudes of our respondents which was independent 
from the intrinsic one (Index 16). At the same time, 
each one of them was independently linked to the 
integral religiosity (Index 17) by a quite strong 
link. As a result, Index 17 serves as truly an inte-
gral index, intimately related to both independent 
facets of the religious experience. 

The next stage consisted in study of inter-
correlations of the three methodologies applied in 
this research. Our main conclusion consists in the 
fact that correlations linking Indices 1 to 9; 10 to 
14; and 15 to 17 are neither strong nor stable. This 
means that the three methodologies either measure 
different facets of human religiosity or, do this in a 
different way.  

The only trend which seems to be quite 
constructive links integral religiosity (Index 17) in 
a positive manner to the frequency of reading sa-
cred books (Index 13), and of practicing prayer 
(Index 14), - and, in negative way, to the acknowl-
edgement of inner need in religion (Index 7). This 
trend is most characteristic for aged men: the corre-
sponding values of Pearson’s correlation index are, 
respectedly: +0,54; +0,55; -0,72. A similar trend 
seems to be actual for aged women, a well. Integral 
religiosity (Index 17) tends to be positively corre-
lated by them with inclination to practice prayer 
(Index 14),- and, in negative way, to feeling inner 
need in religion (Index 7), and to perceiving reli-
gion as a set of moral commands (Index 8). The 
corresponding values of correlation index are: 
+0,57; -0,63; -0,60.  

 
 
 
 

Table 2. Linear correlation between indices of extrinsic 
and intrinsic religiosity by Sunni Muslims  

Age/sex sub-
group 

Index/Index 15 16 17 

 
 

YM 

15 1   
   

16 ,140 1  
,505   

17 ,729** ,780** 1 
,000 ,000  

 
 

YW 

15 1   
   

16 ,380 1  

,061   
17 ,838** ,823** 1 

,000 ,000  
 
 

AM 

15 1   
   

16 ,251 1  

,226   
17 ,805** ,776** 1 

,000 ,000  

 
 

AW 

15 1   
   

16 ,253 1  

,213   

17 ,807** ,776** 1 

,000 ,000  

Commentary: YM – young men, YW – young women, 
AM – aged men, AW – aged women. Values of Pear-
son’s index of correlation and of its statistical relevance 
are cited for each index (i.e. Index 15, 16, and 17), at 
the upper part of the corresponding line, and at its lower 
part, respectively. Statistically relevant difference at the 
level of p≤0,05 is marked by an asterisk (*), at the level 
of p≤0,01 – by two asterisks (**). 

 
Regarding these data, one feels authorized 

to state that here we see an approach to religion 
which is fairly proper for a traditional society, 
where it forms a separate, spiritual facet of personal 
life and social behaviour, positively linked to read-
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ing religious literature, visiting mosque, praying on 
one’s own, and not necessarily associated with re-
garding religion as a set of moral standards or a 
way of resolving inner conflicts. Young people, 
both male and female, don’t demonstrate correla-
tions of this kind, which allows us to suppose that 
here we see another trace of the general tendency 
heading towards the formation of a separate, novel 
type of religiosity, proper for young people, both 
male and female, which was stated by us above, in 
the text of the present paper, as well as in a number 
of our earlier publications4. 

 

Comparative analysis of basic facets of re-
ligiosity by both Sunni Muslims, and Shia ones, 
seems to be quite possible, as both religious groups 
were interviewed by us following the same set of 
procedures. Regarding the first questionnaire of 
those applied in our survey, which was elaborated 
by I. Miagkov and his team, we have state that ab-
solute values of the nine indices, calculated by us, 
tend to coincide and/or to be quite near. For in-

                                                             
4 These conclusions are generally corroborated by results, 
acquired by interviewing young Muslims in the neighboring 
Chechen Republic, by means of a similar methodology, com-
prising the Miagkov questionnaire, and the Allport-Ross one: 
Khaskhanova, M.T., Vereshchagina. M.D. (2019). Tipy 
religioznoi identichnosti chechenskikh studentov (Types of 
religious identity of Chechen students). Obrazovanie i nauka. 
21:9, 80-97. DOI: 10.17853/1994-5639-2019-9-80-97 (in 
Russian); Khaskhanova, M.T. (2019). Religioznaia iden-
tichnost’ chechenskikh studentov: rezultaty pilotazhnogo is-
sledovaniia (Religious identity of Chechen students: results of 
pilot study). Vestnik Moskovskogo universiteta, Seria 14. 
Psikhologiia, 2, 105-120. DOI: 10.11621/vsp.2019.02.105 (in 
Russian). Structurally compatible results, acquired by inter-
viewing young and aged Muslims in Tatarstan and Bashkor-
tostan, were published by: Sinelina, Iu.Iu. (2009). Pra-
voslavnyiie i musul’mane: sravnitel’nyi analiz religioznogo 
povedeniia i tsennostnykh orientatsii (Orthodox Christians 
and Muslims: comparative analysis of religious behaviour 
and value orientations). Sotsiologicheskiie Issledovaniia. 4, 
89-95 (in Russian). 

stance, Index 9, which provides self-assessment of 
the level of one’s religiosity, was 9,61±1,09 by 
Shia Muslims, and 9,39±1,42 by the Sunni ones. 
An isolated index of this kind presents a manifesta-
tion of sociocultural affinity of both religious 
groups of the Daghestani society, rather than a true 
assessment of such a complex phenomenon as the 
level of religiosity. However, proximity of both 
values is quite demonstrable. 

Index 1, assessing the inclination to regard 
religion as a set of philosophical notions, could 
serve as an example of indices reaching their al-
most maximal level by Shia Muslims (14,17±1,39). 
The same is absolutely true for Sunni Muslims, as 
well, the corresponding value reaching the level of 
13,76±1,05.  

Index 5 (interest to pseudoscience) can 
serve as an example of the opposite tendency, i.e. 
reaching the minimal level. Its value for Shia Mus-
lims is 8,41±1, 70; afor Sunni Muslims, the level is 
7,70±2,04, and so on. 

Basing upon arguments of this kind, one 
could have stated that both religious groups are 
fairly near to one another, basing both upon the ab-
solute values of the corresponding indices, and 
their ranging from minimum to maximum. Pro-
ceeding in this way, we would have omitted an im-
portant structural peculiarity, which is proper for 
Sunni Muslims: indices 7, 8, and 9 tend to be much 
higher by young people, both male and female, 
than by aged people, both male and female; the dif-
ference in all cases is absolutely statistically rele-
vant (for details, cf. discussion of the correspond-
ing indices above, in the text of the present paper). 
Having delineated this regularity, we interpreted it 
as a manifestation of possible structural difference 
existing between inner structural patterns of religi-
osity by young Sunni Muslims, compared to that 
by the aged ones.  
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Regarding the same indices (7, 8, 9) by Shia 
Muslims, we have to state that their absolute values 
correspond quite well to these by Sunni Muslims: 
the affinity of both groups tends to be quite im-
pressing. At the same time, no traces of age/sex 
differences was found by us in this case of each of 
these three indices5. As a result, no arguments 
speaking in favor of the presence of a religious 
subculture by either young Shia Muslims or, the 
aged ones may be cited, basing on the results of the 
application of the Miagkov questionnaire. 

Results of the application of the second 
questionnaire, elaborated by I. Bogdanovskaia, al-
low us primarily to state that the absolute values of 
the five indices, comprised by it (from 10 to 14) do 
not differ considerably between groups of the Shia 
Muslims and the Sunni ones. The only structural 
peculiarity, which was observed by us in the case 
of the Shia Muslims, consisted in the fact that 
young women tended to visit mosques somewhat 
less frequently than all the rest age/sex groups (for 
details, see our preceding article6). A similar regu-
larity was found by us in the case of the Sunni 
Muslims, as well, i.e. women, both young and 
aged, tended to visit mosques less frequently than 
men, both young and aged (the corresponding val-
ues of Index 17 were equal to: 3,04±0,98; 
2,52±0,91; 1,84±0,80; 1,80±0,96, respectedly); the 
difference between these two groups (i.e. the fe-
male and the male one) was highly statistically de-
monstrable. The most plausible interpretation of 
this observation seems to be obvious: women of 
any age tend to walk around in the streets, especial-

                                                             
5 Spivak, D.L., Seyidova, G.N. (2022). Comparative mass 
study of religious orientations of present-day Russian citi-
zens. Paper 1: Shiites. International Journal of Cultural Re-
search, 3:8, 155–156. DOI: 10.52173/2079-1100-2022-3-150. 
6 Ibid. P. 157. 

ly being on their own, somewhat less frequently 
than men. 

Results of the application of the third test, 
constructed by G. Allport and J. Ross demonstrate 
basic affinity joining members of both religious 
groups, which were interviewed by us: the absolute 
value of integral religiosity was 40,67±5,96 for 
Shia Muslims, and 40,50±8,74 by the Sunni ones, 
which means that both intervals tend practically to 
coincide. In both cases, no age/sex differences 
which could be regarded as statistically relevant, 
were registered. This means that both religious 
groups tend to be inwardly consolidated in a fairly 
tight way.  

Index of integral religiosity (Index 17) is 
composed of two indices which belong to a lower 
level, one assessing the level of extrinsic religiosity 
(Index 15), another measuring that of the intrinsic 
one (Index 16). A promising regularity was re-
vealed by the Shia Muslims at this level of analy-
sis: aged people tended to reach almost maximal 
level of the extrinsic religiosity, and almost mini-
mal one on the scale of intrinsic religiosity. This 
type of religiosity, characteristic of the traditional 
society, was opposed to religiosity of young wom-
en, who tended to rate high on the scale of intrinsic 
religiosity, and low at the level of the extrinsic one. 
Young men and aged women tended to have rat-
ings which were intermediate between these two 
focal types of religiosity. 

No tendency of this kind was found for 
Sunni Muslims. Young women tended to have min-
imal ratings on the scale of extrinsic religiosity: the 
value of Index 15 for them was 20±4,61, which 
was quite low, compared to both aged men 
(22,00±6,13), and aged women (22,46±5,25). 
However these differences were not statistically 
relevant. The situation for the intrinsic religiosity 
(Index 16) was basically the same, which means 
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that all age/sex subgroups tend to be highly consol-
idated by Sunni Muslims. As a result, we may state 
that being quite near to one another by absolute 
value, indices of religiosity by Allport-Ross tend to 
follow structural patterns, differing between the 
Shia Muslims and the Sunni ones, which might re-
flect psychological differences dividing these two 
influential religious denominations. 

 

Basing upon the results of our research, cit-
ed above, we feel authorized to draw the following 
conclusions: 

1. Considerable affinity between Sunni 
Muslims and the Shia ones, along nine dimensions, 
envisaged by the methodology of the Miagkov In-
dividual Religiosity test, is quite obvious, judging 
both by absolute values of the nine corresponding 
indices, and by their comparative ratings (for in-
stance, strong faith in God as the creator of the 
world (Index 6) or, positive appreciation of the 
philosophical aspects of religion (Index 1) get al-
most maximal ratings, while interest in pseudosci-
ence (Index 5) is rated quite low; 

2. Structural differences between both de-
nominations were found. Strong trend to regard the 
level of one’s personal religiosity as very high, and 
to link it primarily to one’s moral standards (Index 
8), and to helping in everyday life (Index 7), being 
a dominant attitude by young people, both male 
and female, as opposed to aged people of any sex, 
seems to be typical only for Sunni Muslims. No 
trend of this kind was registered by Shia Muslims;  

3. Basic affinity was registered for both re-
ligious denominations by the Allport-Ross Scale of 
Religious Orientations. The absolute value of inte-
gral religiosity (Index 17) practically coincided in 
both cases; 

4. Structural differences were present in the 
case of the Allport-Ross questionnaire, as well. A 
strong trend, most characteristic for Shia Muslims, 
and practically absent by the Sunni ones, may serve 
as a plausible example. The trend consisted in 
young women revealing high levels of intrinsic re-
ligiosity, and low levels of the extrinsic on; aged 
men followed an opposite trend, having high levels 
of extrinsic religiosity, and low levels of the intrin-
sic one; aged women and young men occupied in-
termediate places between these two focal points; 

5. Taking into account religious attitudes, 
differing by religious denomination, and by 
age/sex, revealed in this way, seems to be most 
constructive for the sake of planning and conduct-
ing well-structured and responsible interfaith dia-
logue, forming integral part of cultural rapproche-
ment.  
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СОПОСТАВИТЕЛЬНОЕ МАССОВОЕ ОБСЛЕДОВАНИЕ РЕЛИГИОЗНЫХ ОРИЕНТАЦИЙ 
СОВРЕМЕННЫХ РОССИЯН. СТАТЬЯ 2: МУСУЛЬМАНЕ-СУННИТЫ 

В статье представлены результаты массового 
опроса 101 мусульманина-суннита, граждан Респуб-
лики Дагестан, РФ, проведенного при помощи трех 
стандартных опросников, два из которых разработа-
ны российскими религиозными психологами, а тре-
тий является русскоязычной адаптацией известной 
«Шкалы религиозных ориентаций» Олпорта-Росса. 
Опрос был выполнен в рамках массового компара-
тивного исследования религиозных установок со-
временных россиян, проводимого кафедрой ЮНЕ-
СКО по компаративным исследованиям духовных 
традиций, специфики их культур и межрелигиозно-
го диалога, действующей на базе Российского ин-
ститута культурного и природного наследия им. 
Д.С. Лихачева, в рамках Международной Сети 
ЮНЕСКО-ЮНИТВИН кафедр по межрелигиозному 
диалогу и межкультурному взаимопониманию. Вы-
явлен ряд базовых закономерностей, присущих ре-
лигиозности мусульман-суннитов, от высокого 
уровня интегративной религиозности до убеждения 
в собственной личностной связи с Богом. Установ-

лено наличие значительной близости религиозных 
установок мусульман-суннитов по сравнению с му-
сульманами-шиитами, опрошенными ранее в рамках 
настоящего исследования, как по абсолютной вели-
чине ряда индексов, так и по паттернам их струк-
турной организации. Наряду с этим, обнаружены и 
существенные различия, содержательный пример 
которых представляет тенденция к сочетанию по-
вышенной оценки уровня собственной религиозно-
сти с высокой оценкой ее роли как источника мо-
ральных норм, и с убеждением в особой значимости 
религии для решения насущных жизненных про-
блем и ситуаций. Наличие данного сложного ком-
плекса установок весьма характерно для молодых 
суннитов, вне зависимости от их пола, значительно 
менее присуще суннитам старшего возраста, как 
мужского, так и женского пола, и весьма редко у 
мусульман-шиитов. Выявленные таким образом 
особенности внутренней организации религиозно-
сти российских мусульман-суннитов представляют-
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ся существенными для выстраивания корректного 
межкультурного / межрелигиозного диалога с ними.  

Ключевые слова: религиозные ориентации, 
психология религии, компаративные исследования, 
мусульмане-сунниты. 
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