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Welcome address to the participants of the Round Table
from Mr. Noah Webster Sobe, Appointed Coordinator in the UNESCO education sector, Chief of Section for Higher Education (email: nw.sobe@unesco.org)
I welcome the participants of the Round Table – “Higher Education in an International Environment: Influence and Recognition”, that directly concerns the ways to achieve the global goal of sustainable development for nations:
SDG 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.
Issues concerning higher education influence are of great interest. On one hand, they are traditional, on the other, important and always new for the international environment. 
These questions include:
· how higher education quality is seen by people and a state (self-assessment), 
· how higher education quality is presented to the international community on various information platforms
· how higher education quality is evaluated in a highly competitive international scientific and educational environment, in international expert bodies, at congresses and exhibitions, through the demand for graduates, including foreign ones. 

Also greatly relevant are issues of international recognition of both higher education systems and higher education documents, which is directly related to the quality of higher education received.
 We are grateful for the initiative of discussing practical steps to achieve SDG-4 and wish successful creative work to all participants of the Round Table! 
Noah Webster Sobe
